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Birthday tomorrow : congratulations, he presumes to assure
Your Majesty, in no way weakened by his regrets that he
should be himself the instrument from time to time of so greatly
burdening Your Majesty's time and mind with his communi-
cations. He earnestly hopes, with the entire country, that
Your Majesty's life may be prolonged through many and
happy years.

791 (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
May 25. 1881.
Mr. Gladstone with his humble duty acknowledges Your
Majesty's gracious letter of the 23rd which reached him yesterday
morning. He has presumed to take a day for reflection before
replying to it.
He feels that it would be unseemly were he further to enlarge
on the case of Sir G. Wolseley, or to give Your Majesty occasion
to resume the discussion of it.
He ought however to state that in the view of Your Majesty's
Government Sir Neville Chamberlain is an officer of the highest
merit. But he has not been conversant with the series of questions
and measures of late years, vitally affecting the organisation of
the British Army ; and his being made a Peer would therefore fail
to meet the main end in view.
And further that, to the best of Mr. Gladstone's knowledge Sir
Garnet Wolseley has not at any time taken a prominent part, he
might even say any part, in political discussion : and that his
opinions, though in a general sense liberal, are of the most re-
served and moderate cast.
Mr. Gladstone is notwithstanding sensible that, after a rather
prolonged correspondence, he cannot feel assured that these
circumstances will so weigh with Your Majesty as to give full
satisfaction.
On the other hand, he finds himself compelled by what appears
to him Ms public duty, humbly to adhere to the recommendation
he has had the honour to submit.
At the same time, should it be the desire of Your Majesty, he is
prepared in deference to Your Majesty to withhold it until the
,;   business of the year is further advanced.